
P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O U N C I L



T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  C O U N C I L  is a group of faithful investors who 

are engaged in changing the state of homelessness in San Diego County.



The San Diego Rescue Mission exists to see God transform the lives of those 

experiencing homelessness, impacting San Diego one life at a time. We believe 

we can decrease the number of people living on the streets, but it’s going to take 

everyone working together. The President’s Council is a unique group of major 

donors to the Mission who are engaged in solving the issue of homelessness 

throughout our county.

W E  C A N  T R A N S F O R M  L I V E S

TO G E T H E R



A R N O L D 
T H E I S S E N

Founder

1955 -1971

J A M E S 
E . F L O H R

1972-1992

H E R B 
J O H N S O N

2006 - 2017

J A M E S 
J A C K S O N

1999 - 2006

For over 70 years, we have been serving San Diego and addressing the needs of those 

experiencing homelessness. There has been a strong legacy of leadership as the Mission 

has moved from a soup kitchen to a state licensed, residential rehabilitation program, 

with transitional shelters throughout San Diego County. 

7 0  Y E A R S
C O M M I T T E D  T O  S A N  D I E G O  F O R  O V E R

1993 -1994

G I F F O R D 
C L A I B O R N E

1995-1999

W I L L I A M 
B R U N K



D O N N I E  D E E
President and CEO

“Homelessness is not simply a 
government problem to fix, but a 
community issue to resolve. Let’s 
work together to change the state of 
homelessness in San Diego County.”

since 2017



To lovingly address the needs of men, women and children 

experiencing homelessness, by sharing the Good News of Salvation 

and providing a holistic approach to rehabilitation and recovery.

Our 12-month residential rehabilitation program is grounded in our 

values of Faith, Compassion, Integrity, Excellence and Fun. We have 

5 essential goals for every student who graduates from our program. 

Our students will:

M I S S ION
O U R  S H A R E D

•  Encounter God

•  Experience Recovery

•  Engage Job Training & Placement

•  Establish Housing

•  Enlist Support Network



OVER10,000 
HOMELESS 
LIVING IN 
SAN DIEGO 
San Diego has the 5th largest homeless 

population in the country with over 

10,000 individuals living on the streets. 

People accessing homeless services 

annually now pushes 20,000. 

We are committed to a regional 

approach to reduce homelessness with 

the addition of three 30-day Lighthouse 

Shelters and our 12-month rehabilitation 

program, Mission Academy.

North County Lighthouse
Oceanside
August 2023-October 2025 – 50 beds

South County Lighthouse 
National City
June 2024 – 162 beds

Mission Academy 
Downtown

East County 
Lighthouse
TBD
50-100 beds

Vista
TBD 2026
50-100 beds



E M P O W E R I N G  N E I G H B O R S  E X P E R I E N C I N G
H O M E L E S S N E S S  T O  R E B U I L D  T H E I R  L I V E S



We lovingly address the needs of those experiencing 

homelessness through advocacy, counseling, addiction recovery, 

job training, life skills, faith-based guidance and housing 

assistance. Specifically, SDRM has the following programs. 

R E H A B I L I T A T I O N  &  R E N E W A L

•  Street Outreach

•  Emergency Shelters (Lighthouses)

•  Men’s Residential Program

•  Women’s Residential Program

•  Children’s Resource Center

•  Spiritual Training

•  Therapeutic Services

•  Job Training

•  Housing Assistance

•  Partners for Hunger Relief



P A R T N E R  W I T H  U S



We are grateful for your prayerful consideration to support 

the San Diego Rescue Mission and become part of a select 

group of committed donors inspired to live a legacy of impact 

through the SDRM. The President’s Council program offers four 

distinct annual giving levels. It is our hope that you partner 

with us each year.

For more information about adding the SDRM to your estate 

plan, please contact Kaitlin Payne, Director of Development, 

at kpayne@sdrescue.org or call (619) 819-1707.

A N N U A L  G I V I N G  L E V E L S

L E V E L  1

$10,000

L E V E L  2

$25,000

L E V E L  3

$50,000

L E V E L  4

  $100,000+Gifts are accepted in monies or stock at any one time or throughout the year. Gifts can be 
designated or undesignated to support the ongoing ministry efforts of SDRM. For more 
information please call (619) 687-3720 or visit sdrescue.org. SDRM is a 503(c)(3) non-profit 
organization that is qualified to receive tax-deductible donations. Tax ID 95-1874073



OUR VISION
To see God transform the lives of those experiencing homelessness, 

impacting San Diego one life at a time.

S D R E S C U E . O R G   •   ( 6 1 9 )  6 8 7 - 3 7 2 0

The San Diego Rescue Mission is a non-profit recovery and rehabilitation center serving thousands 
of men, women and children experiencing homelessness in San Diego County since 1955. 


